
 

First Congregational Church of WinONA  
United Church of Christ 

1st Sunday of Advent                                      9:45 a.m.                                                       November 29, 2020 

Prelude                Sandy Todd 
 
Invitation to Worship                                                   Rev. Danielle Bartz 
 
Chimes 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath (candle of Hope – purple) 

Christians around the world begin this day to await the advent of Christ.  We join with a joyous and hopeful 
throng in lighting the Advent candles, symbols of our faith and signs of God’s love. 
 We join together as a people of Hope. 
Christian people around the world stand today in breathless anticipation of a miracle that has been repeated 
for hundreds of years, yet that astounds us anew each year. 
 Our hope springs anew, from an ancient vision. 
As we light the first Advent candle, let it stand for hope based not on wishful thinking, but on deep conviction.  
We believe, we have seen, we have received the Promise and the Great Gift, and therefore, in the midst of 
shadow and imperfection, we hope. 

We gather expectantly, joyfully, and with deep commitment, for we have heard that a special Child 
is to come, that God is to be among us, and that soon we will see a new creation on earth.  We are a 
people of hope. 

 
Morning Prayer                    
Come into our midst, O Holy One, Rider of the Clouds of Heaven, Surprising answer to heartfelt prayer. 
In whatever way you choose— come. Shake us up.  Help us find you at work in our lives, showing the way to 
make all things new.  In Jesus’ name we pray, amen. 
 
Call for Offering 
Mail in your donation: 161 West Broadway 
Sign-up for e-giving: call the office at 507-452-4829 
Donate on our website: www.winonaucc.org (PayPal link on the homepage) 
                                                                                                     
Anthem and Doxology       “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 
 
Scripture                                  Luke 1:5-25 
 
Sermon                “Angels Among Us” 

 
Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

http://www.winonaucc.org/


   

 
Announcements 
 
Benediction and Blessing 
I Will Light Candles This Christmas by Howard Thurman 
 
I will light Candles this Christmas; 
Candles of joy despite all sadness. 
Candles of hope where despair keeps watch. 
Candles of courage for fears ever present. 
 
Candles of peace for tempest-tossed days, 
Candles of grace to ease heavy burdens. 
Candles of love to inspire all my living. 
Candles that will burn all the year long. 
 
Chimes 
 
Postlude                                                                  


