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Gathering 
Music for the Journey                          Sandy Todd 
 
Welcome and Setting the Scene        Rev. Danielle K Bartz 

Yellowstone National Park was established in 1872 primarily to protect geothermal areas that contain 
about half the world’s active geysers. At that time, the natural state of the park was largely taken for 
granted. As development throughout the West increased, the 2.2 million acres of habitat that now 
compose Yellowstone National Park became an important sanctuary for the largest concentration of 
wildlife in the lower 48 states. 
 
Visitors to Yellowstone can see a huge variety of sites: geysers, hot springs, mud pots, canyons, 
waterfalls, bison, bear, wolves, rivers, new growth forests, ancient forests, and so much more.  
Contained within its 2.2 million acres, Yellowstone is home to an incredibly diverse ego-system. 

 
Chimes 

Call to Worship – (Adapted from ‘This Land is Your Land’) 
“We roamed and rambled and we followed your footsteps 
To the sparkling sands of her diamond deserts 
And all around us, a voice was sounding 
This land was made for you and me.” 

 
Morning Prayer 
 Glorious God, when you breathed life into the void, the creation that you brought forth is rich and full of  
 diversity.  By looking out at the natural world, we can see how you danced with joy as you made this  
 world and all who inhabit on it.  Today as we worship, we ask to experience that same joy.  Allow us to  
 celebrate your diversity and rejoice as we look out into the world, knowing that by doing so we are  
 looking back to you.  Amen. 
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Journeying 
Children’s Moment 

 
 
Musical Reflection 
 
Scripture and Sermon          Genesis 1: ‘God Rejoiced’ 
 
Prayers for the People and the Earth 
 God of Many Faces, this world is filled with your majesty.  Everywhere we look we see reflections of  
 you.  In the many different faces and expressions of humanity, we see your image.  In the great and  
 grand diversity of your natural creation, we see your image.  In the smallest of your creatures, to your  
 grandest canyons, and everything in between, we see your image. 
 
 God, on this day we ask that you help us to look out into the world and rejoice.  Help us to rejoice in all 
 of the ways you are present.  Help us to rejoice in all of the ways the world is changing to bring about 
 your Kingdom for all of your creation.  Help us to rejoice in all that we see and, in that rejoicing, give  
 us the fortitude to do what we must create a sustainable and equitable world. 
 

Today, God, we pray in particular for those amongst us whose grief, anguish, and fear have caused them 
to close their eyes to you.  We ask that your presence be drawn close to them, to envelop them with your 
love and grace, so they know they can never be separated from you and they can experience joy again.   
 
We pray all of this in the name of Jesus Christ, who taught us to say together… 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth 
 as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
 the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
Sending 
Invitation for Giving 

Mail in your donation: 161 West Broadway 
Sign-up for e-giving: call the office at 507-452-4829 
Donate on our website: www.winonaucc.org (top of the homepage, PayPal link) 

 
Benediction and Blessing 
 Next week we will conclude our road trip by traveling to Badlands National Park.  There we will see  
 how even in what appears to be a desolate place, the glory of God’s creation is real and grand. 
 
Chimes 
 
Traveling Music 

Yellowstone National Park has over 500 active geysers, which is more than half of all 
the geyser in the world.  For geyser to occur there must be heat, water, and a plumbing 
system. Water from rain and snow works its way underground through fractures in the 
rock. As the water reaches hot rock it begins to rise back to the surface. The hot water 
dissolves the silica and carries it upward to line rock crevices. This forms a 
constriction that holds in the mounting pressure, creating a geyser's plumbing system.  
As superheated water nears the surface, its pressure drops, and the water flashes into 
steam as a geyser.  

 


