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Gathering 
Welcome and Setting the Scene        Rev. Danielle K Bartz 

“In Denali, we are privileged to share the stories of the human connection to a vast and wild landscape. 
Subsistence hunting, trapping and gathering occur today just as they did hundreds of years ago. Denali 
also serves as a barometer for change. 

As permafrost thaws, glaciers shrink, and tree lines rise, we feel humbled to care for this living laboratory 
that is so critical to understanding the effects of climate change on our global community. More than 
anything else, we hope you celebrate the true ideal of national parks here in Denali, a place that has been 
set aside to connect people to America’s past, a place that protects present wildlife and amazing 
landscapes for your enjoyment and that of future generations, and a place that celebrates the individual’s 
opportunity to experience inspiration, reflection, awe, and wonder. 
 
It's a big idea, but we believe Denali is big enough for every visitor to find something special in their 
park. Enjoy your visit.”  -- Don Striker, Superintendent 

Call to Worship – (Adapted from ‘This Land is Your Land’) 
“We roamed and rambled and we followed your footsteps 
To the sparkling sands of her diamond deserts 
And all around us, a voice was sounding 
This land was made for you and me.” 

 
Morning Prayer 
 Creating God, into the empty void you breathed life and Creation was birthed.  You formed the earth  

and the waters, the animals of the land and birds of the air.  Everywhere, you created Life and called it 
good.  As we worship today, we draw our eyes up to the mountains.  We marvel at their stillness, their 
fortitude, their strength, and their over-whelming presence.  We marvel and see a reflection of You.  
Amen. 

 



Journeying 
Children’s Moment 

 
 
Scripture                                                              Exodus 3:1-6, 10-15 
 
Sermon        “The Power of Name” 
 
Prayers for the People and the Earth 
 Strong and Mighty God, you created the earth and all that live on it in your image.  The diversity of your 
 Creation is grand and beyond our comprehension.  But, just as we are overwhelmed when looking up at 
 a mountain peak, we are equally over-whelmed as we see the many ways you are reflected in our  
 neighbors.  The diversity you have created in and on the Earth is one of your true gifts and for it we 
 are grateful. 
 
 Today, we ask that you bless our desire to look out at all of creation and call it good just as you did.   
 In particular, we ask for your strength and fortitude as we name the harsh realities of this world and 
 name the ways we want to make our world a more just and equitable society.  We also ask for your 
 Holy Spirit to keep pushing us to do your work in the world by naming all of those who have been 
 targets of racial violence. 
 
 God, we pray for this earth that you have entrusted to our care.  We pray for the indigenous people who 

lived for so long in peace with the land.  We pray for forgiveness for the ways we have contributed to 
the destruction of our land and seek your guidance as we work to heal those wounds.  We pray for the 
creativity and imagination we need to make real your Kin-dom now and for all. 
 
We pray all of this in the name of Jesus Christ, who taught us to say together… 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth 
 as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
 the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
Sending 
Invitation for Giving 

Mail in your donation: 161 West Broadway 
Sign-up for e-giving: call the office at 507-452-4829 
Donate on our website: www.winonaucc.org (top of the homepage, PayPal link) 

 
Benediction and Blessing 
 Next week we will travel to Hawai’i Volcanoes National Park and witness the way new earth is created. 
 

The wood frog, which was once proposed as the official amphibian of 
New York, is the only amphibian that naturally resides in Denali 
National Park. These frogs are fun and fascinating to researchers and 
visitors alike because the wood frog freezes itself into a cryogenic state 
in wintertime. The frog’s heart stops beating, and lungs cease pumping 
until the frog thaws in the spring. Afterward, they continue along as if 
winter never existed. 


